
New Year Adult Faith Formation Gatherings  
 
 

As we begin the new year we will be offering three unique Sunday 

evening events to encourage our adults to deepen their faith and 

understanding of the experiences of others.  Attend one, two, or all three 

as your schedule allows!  Each event will begin at 5:30 PM in McElroy 

Hall and end by 7:00 PM. 
 

 

8 January – Immigrant Voices 
(Facilitated by Austin Rose) 
 

We know that the birth and the early years of Jesus’ life were spent seeking a safe home, under threat and in exile.  

Thousands of our brothers and sisters do as Mary and Joseph did and look for a new home in our country.  Jesus’ 

teaching and preaching speak to the responsibility we have to care for immigrants as some of the most vulnerable in 

society.  Austin Rose, a longtime parishioner, is a junior at Georgetown University majoring in Political Science and 

Latin American Studies. Austin developed his interest in immigration while helping to represent migrant children 

from Central America in Frederick County. After graduation, he plans to go to law school and become an immigration 

lawyer.  He will be joined by immigrants to our country who will share their stories. 
 

 

15 January – An Inside Look Into Islam 
(Facilitated by Imam Yahya Hendi) 
 

We hear much about Islam as a religion and about Muslim majority countries in the news, but most of us have never 

heard about the faith and the experience of being Muslim in America from the inside.  Imam Hendi is uniquely 

qualified to provide us an inside look into Islam.  Imam Hendi is the Muslim chaplain at Georgetown University, the 

first American University (and a Catholic one at that!) to hire a full-time Muslim chaplain.  A sought-after speaker, 

Imam Hendi has presented a multitude of interfaith and general lectures in the USA, Asia, Africa, Europe, central 

Asia, Eastern Europe, Australia and the Middle East over the past 14 years and he has been to more than 65 countries 

and 42 US states.  He is a Public Policy Conflict Resolution Fellow of the Center for Dispute Resolution of the 

University of Maryland School of Law and the Maryland Judiciary's Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office. 

Imam Hendi is the founder and the President of Clergy Beyond Borders and serves as a member of the Islamic 

Jurisprudence Council of North America. 
 

 

22 January – Pope Francis 
(Facilitated by Don Henderson) 
 

In the first four years of Pope Francis’ papacy, he has preached, taught, and challenged the Church (both the hierarchy 

and the leadership of the Church and the worldwide Church of all Catholics).  Of course his theology, his ministry, 

and the focus of his understanding of the call of the Church did not begin with his papacy.  We will review some of 

the key writings of Pope Francis, his history leading to his papacy, and consider the impact he is making on the 

Church around the world.  Don Henderson is a retired lay ecclesial minister who worked for decades in parish 

ministry.  He has a keen interest in Pope Francis and has read widely from the works by and about our pope. 
 

 

 

Stay tuned for information about other upcoming adult faith formation opportunities 

including our Spring Adult Mini-courses which will be held Sunday evenings March 5, 12, 19, 

26, and April 2 from 5:30-7:00 PM. 


